
 8thComposingTourneyofFRME,2022
Section-EndgameStudies

Provisionalaward

Organizers:TheRoyalMoroccanChessFederation(FRME).
Tournamentdirector:VidadiZamanov(Azerbaijan).

Judge:FranjoVrabec(Sweden).

Awardpublication:http://frme.fr.nf

37 studyfrom 27authors12countries:Canada-BenSmolkin,Denmark-SteffenSlumstrupNielsen,France-

MarcelDore,Germany-MartinMinski,RainerStaudte,MichaelSchlosser,Israel-AmatziaAvni,Michael

Pasman,YochananAfek,Italy-DanieleGatti,MarioMicaloni,Kazakhstan-EvgenyEgorov,Poland-Jan

Rusinek,Russia-PavelArestov,AleksandrStavrietsky,PetrKiryakov,AleksandrTyunin,OlegPervakov,

Alexander Khalifman,Alexander Zhukov,IvanBelonozhko,Slovakia-LubosKekely,MichalHlinka,Ukraine-

ViktorSyzonenko,SergiyDidukh,TkachenkoS.N,USA-RichardBecker

Ireceived37studieswithsolutionsandwithouttheautor’sname.Thequalityofthetournamentishigh.I

thankHaroldvanderHeijdenforhisdetailedverificationoforiginalityaswellasforhisremarksregarding

sometechnicalerrors.

Thisismydecision.

22.M.Micaloni&D.Gatti(Italy) 7.JanRusinek(Poland) 24.MichaelPasman(Israel)

8thTourneyFRME,2022 8thTourneyFRME,2022 8thTourneyFRME,2022

1stPrize 2ndPrize 3rdPrize

Draw 4+7 Draw 4+5 Win 4+6

№22.MarioMicaloni&DanieleGatti(Italy)1stPrize.

1.Rh7+Ka82.Rh8+Kb73.Rh7+!(3.Rb8+?Kxb8!4.Sd7+Kc75.Sxb6Kxb66.O-O-Oa57.Kb2a48.Kb1Kb5

9.Kb2a3+10.Ka2Ka411.Rd3h5-+)3…Kc84.Rh8+Kb75.Rh7+Kc66.Sd7![6.Se8?Kd5!7.Rxa6Qb8!

(7...Qxa6?8.Sc7++-)8.Rd7+Kc4!9.Sd6+Kb3!10.Rf7c4!11.Rf3+c3!-+]6...Qc7(6...Qd87.Ne5+Kb68.Rxh6+

Kb59.Raxa6Qc710.Rhb6+=)7.Rxh6+Kb58.Rb6+Qxb69.Sxb6Kxb610.O-O-O!(10.Kd2?a511.Kc2Kb5

12.Rd1Kc413.Kb2d314.Rc1+Kb5-+)10...a511.Kb2a412.Kb1!!(12.Ka2?Kc613.Kb2Kb514.Rd2Kc4

15.Rc2+Kd5-+)12…Ka513.Ka2!Kb514.Kb2!Ka615.Ka1!!(15.Ka2?Ka516.Rd2Kb517.Kb2Kc4-+,or

15.Kc2Ka516.Kb2Kb5-+,or15.Kb1?Kb6-+)15…Kb616.Kb1Kb717.Kb2(17.Kc2?Kc6-+)17…Ka618.Ka1

Kb519.Kb2a3+20.Ka2Kc421.Rc1+Kb522.Rd1Ka423.Rd3Ka524.Rd1Kb525.Rd2(25.Rd3?Kc4!26.Rd1

d3!27.Rc1+Kd428.Kb3a229.Kxa2d230.Rd1Kd331.Kb2Ke232.Kc2b3+-+)25...Ka426.Rd3Ka527.Rd1

Kb528.Rd2Ka429.Rd3=.Awondefulidea.Afteranicemaneuver3.Rh8+!and6.Nd7!wRmanagesto

capturebothbQ(veryimportant:onthesamesquareasintheThematicTry3.Rb8+?)andbPonh6.Then,



onecanthinkthatthestudyissolved,buttherealdifficultiescome!WKmustplayasinthebestpawn

endingswithcorrespondingsquares(12.Kb1!!and14.Ka1!!isparticularlyimpressive).Onemorething.For

meitisnotadecisivefactorbutchessovertheboardplayersadmiresuch(atleastseemengly)“natural”

(MarjanKovačevićsays:“attractive”)positions.Minorduals(24.Rd2and27.Rd2)havenogreatermeaning

here,buttheauthorcanavoidthem byfinishingthesolutionwith23.Rd3.

№7.JanRusinek(Poland)2ndPrize.

1.Rf6+(1.Ra6?Sxc2+2.Kd3Bb13.Rb6Sf3!4.Rf6+Ke75.Rxf3Se1+)1...Kg7![1...Ke72.Rf2Sg4(2...Sf3+

3.Rxf3Sxc2+4.Kd5Sa35.Rf4=)3.Rg2Sf64.Se3!Ba35.Rg7+Kd86.Ra7Bb2+7.Kd3Be68.Rb7Be59.Rb5

Sd710.Rxe5!Sxe511.Kc3=,or1...Ke82.Kd3and3.Ra6=]2.Rf2Sf3+!(2...Sg43.Rg2=)3.Rxf3Sxc2+4.Kd5

Sa35.Rg3+!(5.Rf4?Be7!6.Re4(6.Rg4+Kf6-+)6…Kf77.Rf4+Kg68.Re4Bb4!9.Rc6+Kf510.Rc6Kf4-+]with:

A)5...Kf8!(5...Kf76.Kd4=)6.Rf3+!(6.Rg4?Be7!7.Rf4+Kg7!8.Re4Kf7!-+,or6.Kd4?Sxc47.Rg2Sd2!8.Ke3

Sf1+!9.Kd4Bf7!-+)6...Ke8!7.Rf4Be78.Rd4!!(8.Re4?Kf7!-+,or4.Rg4?Kf8!-+)8...Kf89.Rg4!Kf710.Re4!Kf6

11.Re6+Kf712.Re4!(8.Rc6?Bc3-+)12...Kf813.Rg4!=B)5...Kf66.Kd4!(6.Rf3+?Kg5-+)6...Sxc47.Rg2Bb3

8.Rg3Ba29.Rg2Sd210.Ke3!Sf1+11.Kd4!Sd212.Ke3Sc413.Kd4=.Eachofthenumerousvariantsandsub-

variantsinthisstudyisastory(study)initself.Nevertheless,themainlinewithtwomysteriouschecks

(5.Rg3+!and6.Rf3+!)aswellasthefantasticpoint8.Rd4!!decidethehighranking.

№24.MichaelPasman(Israel)3rdPrize.

1.Nd4+Kf62.g8N+!(2.g8Qc1Q3.Qxa2Qe1+4.Kc5Qe7+5.Kb6Qd6+=)2...Kg73.Nxc2Kxg84.Kb3[4.Na1?

Kf7!5.Kb3Ke6!6.Kxa2Kd5=,or4.Ka5?d5!]4...Kf75.Kxa2Ke66.Kb2!(6.Kb3Ke5!7.Kc3Ke4=,or6.Na1Kd5!

7.Nb3Kc4!=)6...Ke57.Na1!!(7.Kc3Ke4!8.Nb4a5=)7...d5[7...Kd48.Nb3+Ke3(8...Kc49.Kc2+-)9.Nc5+-,

or7...a58.Nb3a49.Nc5d6(9...d510.Kc3+-)10.Nb7d511.Kc3d4+12.Kb4d3(12...Kd513.Nc5!+-)13.Kc3

d2(13...Ke414.Nc5+Ke315.Nxd3+-)14.Kxd2Kd415.Na5!Kc516.Kc3Kb617.Kb4+-]8.Kc2![8.Kc3?Ke4!

9.Nb3(9.Kc2Ke310.Nb3d411.Nc1a5=,or9.Nc2a5!10.Kd2b411.a4b312.Na3Kd4!13.Nb5+Kc4=)

9...Ke3!10.Nd4Ke4!11.Nc6Ke3!12.Nb4d4+=,or8.Nb3d4!9.Kc2Ke4!10.Kd2d3!11.Nc5+Kd412.Nxd3a5

13.Kc2b414.a4b3+15.Kd2Kc4=]8...Ke49.Kc3!d4+[9...a510.Kd2a4(10...Kd411.Nb3+)11.Nc2d412.Nb4

+-]10.Kd2!a511.Nb3!a412.Nc1!Kd513.Kd3Kc514.Na2!Kd515.Nb4+Kc516.Nc2+-.After5…Ke5itis

obviousthatBKandPd7mustbeimmediatelyblockedfrom conqueringspace.That’swhy6.Kb2!and7.Na1!!

lookenexpectedandspectacular.

9.SergiyDidukh(Ukraine) 31.A.Khalifman&E.Egorov&A.Zhukov 4.M.Hlinka&Ľ.Kekely 8th

TourneyFRME,2022 8thTourneyFRME,2022 8thTourneyFRME,2022
4thPrize 1stHonorableMention 2rdHonorableMention

Win 5+5 Win 7+6 Win 5+6

№9.SergiyDidukh(Ukraine)4thPrize.

1.Rd8+(1.Qh4+?Kg82.Rd8+Kf7!=)1…Rxd82.Qh4+![2.Rxd8+?Kh73.Qh3+Kg64.Qe6+(4.f5+Kf6)4…Kh7

5.Qe4+g66.Qh1+Qh57.Qa1Rc3+!(7…Rg7?8.Qa8+-)8.Qxc3Qg5+!9.fxg5stalemate)2…Kg83.Qxd8+Kh7

4.Qg8+!Kh65.Qe6+Kh7[5…g66.Rh8+Rh77.Qh3+Qh58.Qc8Qf59.Qd8!Qc5(9…g510.fxg5+!)10.Qg5+!

Qxg5+11.fxg5+Kg712.Rxh7+Kxh713.Kf4+-]6.Qe4+g67.Qh1+Qh58.Qa1Rg7(8…Rc3+9.Qxc3Qg5+

10.Kf3+-)9.Qa8Rg8!10.Qb7+!(10.Rxg8?Qg5+!11.Kf3Qh5+12.Kg3Qg5+13.fxg5stalemate)10…Rg7

(10…Kh811.Qb2+Kh712.Rb7+Rh613.Qf6!+-)11.Qc8Qd512.Qh8#.Ahard-to-seemaneuver2.Qh4+!…

7.Qh1+toavoidanunexpectedstalemate.Inanycase,thesolverprobablywon’tsucceedonthefirsttry.The



movementoftheWhiteQueeninallcornersofthechessboardisveryimpressive.

№31.Alexander Khalifman&Evgeny Egorov&Alexander Zhukov(Russia/Kazakhstan)1stHonorableMention.

1.a6a32.a7+Ka8!(2...Kxa73.Kxc7a24.Kd7a1Q5.c7Qa4+6.c6+-)3.Kxc7a24.Kd7![4.Kd8?a1Q5.c7Qf6+!

6.Ke8Qg6+7.Ke7(7.Kf8Qf5+=)7...Qf6+8.Kd7Qf7+=]4...a1Q5.c7Qa4+!(5...Qxa76.c6!+-)6.c6Qxa77.d4!

e58.e4!!g6!9.g3![9.exd5?exd410.d6d311.Ke8Qe3+12.Kd7Qa7=]9...g510.g4dxe4[10...exd411.e5d3

12.e6d213.e7d1Q14.e8Q++-]11.d5e312.d6e213.Ke8!e1Q(13...Qa614.d7Ka715.c8Q+-)14.c8Q+Qb8

15.d7!(15.Qxb8+?Kxb816.d7Kc717.d8Q+Kxc6=)15...Qeb1!16.Qxb8+(16.d8Q?Qg6+17.Kf8Qh6+18.Kg8

Qg6+19.Kf8Qh6+20.Kf7Qh7+21.Kf6Qh6+22.Kf5Qh7+23.Kxg5Qg7+24.Kh5Qh7+=)16...Qxb8+17.d8Q

+-

Averyinterestingfightwherebothsidestaketurnsallthetimetryingtolosetempo.

№4.MichalHlinka&ĽubošKekely(Slovakia)2rdHonorableMention.

1.g7+Ke82.g5[2.f3?Rg63.Ne5Nxg44.fxg4Rg55.g8Q+Rxg86.Kxg8f6=]2...Ng8!3.f3!!(3.Kxg8?Rg6

4.Kh7Rxg55.g8Q+Rxg86.Kxg8e5!7.Kg7Ke78.Nxe5Ke69.Nd3Kf5!10.Kxf7Ke411.Ne1c512.Ke6c4

13.f3+Kf4!=,or3.f4?Re44.Kxg8Rxf4=)3...Rg6(3...Re14.Kxg8Rg15.f4Rh16.Ne3c57.Ng4c48.Nh6+-)

4.f4e5!(4...e65.Kxg8f66.gxf6Rxf67.Kh7+-)5.Nxe5Ne76.Nxg6fxg67.g8Q+Nxg88.Kxg8Ke79.Kh7!

(9.Kg7?c5=)9...c5(9...Ke610.Kxg6+-)10.f5c411.fxg6+-(11...c312.g7c213.g8Qc1Q14.Kh8+-).Atfirst

glance,atry3.Kxg8?promisesaneasywinningposition,butitresultsonlyinadrawafteranunexpected

savingmove6...e5!Fine,butthenhowtowin?Withanicepoint3.f3!!Whitelosesatempo,althoughboth

sidesseem tobefightinghardforeverytempo.However,afterkeypointBlackisonthemove(zugzwang)

andmustdestroyalldefensiveresources.

27.MichaelPasman(Israel) 25.MichaelPasman(Israel) 18.O.Pervakov&TkachenkoS.N

8thTourneyFRME,2022 8thTourneyFRME,2022 8thTourneyFRME,2022

3rdHonourableMention 4thHonorableMention  SpecialHonorableMention

Draw 6+5 Win 5+5 Win 5+4

№27.MichaelPasman(Israel)3rdHonourableMention.

1.c6+![1.e7?d22.e8Q(2.c6+Kc7–+)2...d1Q+3.Ke5Qe2+4.Kd6Qxe8-+,or1.exd7?d22.d8Qd1Q+3.Ke6

Qxd8-+]1...Kc7[1...dxc6+2.bxc6+Kc73.e7d24.e8Qd1Q+5.Kc5+-]2.b6+![2.e7?d23.e8Qd1Q+4.Kc5

(4.Ke4Qe2+)4...Qd6#]2...Kxb6[2...axb63.e7d24.e8N+!!(4.e8Qd1Q+–+)4...Kd85.c7+Kc86.Nd6+Kxc7

7.Nb5+Kb78.Nc3=]3.c5+!Kc74.e7d2[4...dxc6+5.Ke6d26.e8Qd1Q7.Qe7+!Kc8(7...Kb8??8.Qd6+Qxd6+

9.cxd6+-)8.Qxa7=]5.e8N+!![5.e8Qd1Q+6.Kc4Qa4+!7.Kc3Kxc6–+]5...Kd86.c7+Kc87.Nd6+Kxc7

8.Nb5+Kc89.Nc3=.

Anunexpectedpawnsacrificepreparesafantasticknightpromotion.

№25.MichaelPasman(Israel)4thHonorableMention.

1.f7[1.Bxa4?Ne2+2.Kf2Kxf63.Rh4Nxc3=,or1.Rxg7+?Kxf6=]1...Ne2+![1...Ra82.Be8Ne2+3.Kf2+-]

2.Kh2![2.Kf2?Rf4+=,or2.Bxe2?Ra83.Rxg7+Kf64.Rg8Ra1+5.Kf2Kxf7=]2...Rf4![2...Ra83.Be8+-]

3.Rxg7+![3.f8Q?Rf2+4.Kh1Be4+=]3...Bg6[3...Kh44.f8QRf2+5.Rg2+-]4.Be8!Kh5![4...Kh65.Rxg6++-,or

4...Rf2+5.Kh1+-]5.Rxg6Rh4+!6.Kg2Nf4+7.Kf2![7.Kf3?Nxg68.f8QRf4+9.Qxf4=,or7.Kg3?Nxg68.f8Q

Rg4+9.Kh3Rh4+10.Kg3Rg4+11.Kf3Rf4+12.Qxf4=]7...Nxg68.f8R![8.f8Q?Rf4+9.Qxf4=]8...Kh6[8...Rc4



9.Rf3+-]9.Bxg6[9.Rf6?Rf4+=]9...Rc410.Rf3+–AnicestudywithRpromotion,butIstruggledmuchmore

withblackmoves.

№18.OlegPervakov&TkachenkoS.N(Russia/Ukraine)SpecialHonorableMention.

1.Ng2+!(1.h6?Kg5!2.Rf2!Qxe33.h7Qxc3+4.Kg8g35.Rf8g2=)1...Kxh5(1...Kh32.Ne4!Qf53.h6Qe5+

4.Kg8!Qf55.Nh4!Qb56.Ng6!Qxe27.Nf4++)2.Ne4!![2.Re5+?Qf53.Nf4+(3.Rxf5+exf54.Nd5f4!=)3...Kh4!

4.Rxf5exf55.Nce2Kg5!!6.Kf7g37.Ng2f4!=]2...g3!(2...Qxe23.Nf4++-,or2...Qf53.Ng3++-,or2...e53.Nf6+

Kg54.Rxe5+Qf55.Ne4++-)3.Nf6+Kg54.Re5+!Qf55.Nd7![5.Rxf5+?exf56.Nd5f4=,or5.Nh7+Kh56.Nf6+

(6.Rxf5+exf5=)6...Kg5=]5...Kh5!(5...Qxe5+6.Nxe5Kf57.Nc4e58.Nce3++-)6.Ne3!(6.Rxf5+?exf57.Nf6+

Kg58.Nd5f4=)6...Qg5+7.Kh7!(7.Rxg5+?Kxg58.Ne5Kf4=)7...Kh48.Ng2+!(8.Rxg5?Kxg59.Ne5Kf4=)+-.

WhitepersistentlyavoidscapturingbQ,butthiscanonlybeunderstoodwiththehelpofthedatabase.Namely,

after5…Qxe5ittakes87andafter8.Ng2+even89movestocheckmate!

20.M.Micaloni&D.Gatti(Italy) 37.IvanBelonozhko(Russia) 6.AmatziaAvni(Israel)

8thTourneyFRME,2022 8thTourneyFRME,2022 8thTourneyFRME,2022

SpecialHonorableMention Commendation Commendation

Win 5+5 Draw 6+8 Win 4+5

№20.MarioMicaloni&DanieleGatti(Italy)SpecialHonorableMention.

1.Sd4+!Kxf72.c7Sf4+3.Kc2Rg2+4.Kb1Rg1+5.Kb2Sd3+6.Kc3Rc1+7.Sc2Se18.Bc5!Rxc2+9.Kd4Sf3+

10.Kd5Rd2+11.Kc4Rc2+(11.Kc6?Sd4+12.Bxd4Rxd413.Kb5Rd5+14.Kb6Rd6+15.Kb5=)12.Kb4Se5

13.c8QSd3+14.Kb3!(14.Ka3?Rxc515.Qd7+Kg616.Qd6+Kh517.Qxd3Re5!=)14…Rxc515.Qd7+Kg6

16.Qd6+!(16.Qxd3+?Rf5!=)16…Kh517.Qxd3g418.Qxh7+Kg519.Qe7++-Itwasagreatpleasuretosolve

thisstudybecauseofitsshortandclearvariants,butdifficultiesariseattheveryend.After16.Qd6+!Black

canplay16…Kg7!(insteadof16…Kh5?)andthenWhiteneeds79(!)movestocheckmate.Ontheotherhand,

howtounderstand(withoutdatabase)differencebetween14.Kb3!and14.Ka3?

№37.IvanBelonozhko(Russia)Commendation.

1.g7(1.Bxe2?a1Q+2.Rg1Qxf6-+)1…Kg82.f7+!Kxf73.g8Q+!Kxg84.Rxg4+Kh75.Rh4+Kg86.Rg4+Kh7

7.Rh4+Kg68.Rg4+Kh79.Rh4+Kg610.Rg4+Kh511.Bxe2!Nxe2(11…a1Q+8.Rg1+Nxe29.Rxa1)12.Rg5+!

(9.Rg1?Nxg110.Bxg1a1Q-+)12…Kh413.Rg4+Kh514.Rg5+Kh415.Rg4+Kxh316.Rg1!Nxg117.Bxg1a1B!

(17…a1Q/R=)18.Bc5!(18.Bd4?Bb2!19.Bxb2axb2-+)18…a219.Bd4Bxd4=.

№6.AmatziaAvni(Israel)Commendation.

1.Kg3(1.Rf5Nh2+2.Ke3Bxg23.Rxg5Nf1+=,or1.Rf8?Nh2+2.Ke4Bxg2+3.Kf5Nf3=)1...Nf2!(1...Bxg2

2.Bxg5+–,or1…Ne52.Be3++-)2.Rxf2(2.Bxg5Ne4+3.Kh4Nxg5=,or2.Be3h4+3.Kf3g4+4.Kf4g3=)

2...h4+3.Kf3g4+4.Ke3h35.gxh3gxh36.Kf3!h2(6...Bg2+7.Kg3+–)7.Be3h1Q+[7...Bg2+?8.Rxg2+(8.Kg3?

h1N!+=)8…Kh19.Rf2!+-]8.Rg2#.Thisisalsoanicestudy,butunfortunatelythemostdifficultthingtofind

is1…Nf2!

11.DanieleGatti(Italy)

8thTourneyFRME,2022

Commendation



Win 5+5

№11.DanieleGatti(Italy)Commendation.

1.b6!g22.Se2Sf43.Sg1!Sd5(3.b7?Sxe2!4.b8QSxd4+!5.Kc3Sb5+!6.Kc4g1Q7.Qg3+Qxg3=)4.b7Sb4+

5.Kd2!Sa6(5.Kc3?Sa6!6.d5Sb8!7.dxc6Sxc68.Kc4Ka49.Se2Sb810.Sc3+Ka311.Se2Ka412.Sc3+=)

6.b7Sa67.d5Sb88.dxc6Sxc69.Kc3Sb8(8…a49.Kc4!Sa5+10.Kd5!Sxb711.c6Sd812.c7Sc613.Kxc6+-)

9.Kc4Ka410.Se2!Sc611.Kd5Kb512.Sc3+Ka6(12...Kb413.Kxc6Kxc314.b8Qg1Q15.Qe5++-)13.Kxc6

g1Q14.b8QQg2+15.Sd5!Qg6+16.Qd6!+-.Anunexpectedkeypoint5.Kd2!leadsafter10.Se2!toa

positionofreciprocalzugzwang.

Judge:FranjoVrabec(Sweden)

Theawardisopenfor-04.12.2022.Allclaimsto:franjo.vrabec@live.se


