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StrateGems 2021 Studies Award
by Pavel Arestov

Thirty entries were published in 2021. Here is my decision:

15t Prize o
David Gurgenidze 2M Prize Special Prize
& Martin Minski Franjo Vrabec Richard Becker

Draw (3+4) Win (5+5) Draw (4+4)

15t Prize - (David Gurgenidze & Martin Minski - E0406) 1.g4+! (1.Rh4? Rc3! 2.Rxa4 Rg3—+,
or 1.Rh3? a2 —+) 1...Kd3 (1...Kd1 2.Rh1+ Kd2 3.g5 a2 4.g6 Rc8+ 5.Kh7 Kc3 6.g7 Kb2 7.Rh2+
Kbl 8.Rh1+ Kb2 9.Rh2+ =) 2.Rh3+ Kc4 3.Rxa3 Kb4 4.Rg3 a3 5.g5 Rh2+ [5...a2 6.Rg4+! Ka3
7.Rg3+ Kb4 8.Rgd+ Kb5 9.Rgl Rg2! (9...Rh2+ 10.Kg8 = see main line) 10.Ral! =] 6.Kg8 a2
7.Rg4+! [logical try 7.Rgl? Rg2! 8.Rxg2 alQ 9.Rg4+ (9.Rf2 Qg1/Qd4 10.Rf5 Qg4 —+, or 9.g6?
Qa8+ 10.Kh7 Qxg2—+) 9...Kb5! (9...Kc5? 10.g6 Qe5 11.Rgl! =, or 9..Ka5? 10.Kh7! Qe5
11.Kh6=) 10.Rf4 (10.g6 Qe5! — +, or 10.Kh7 Qe5/Qc3 11.Kh6 Qh2+ 12.Kg6 Ke5 —+) 10...Qe5!
—+] 7..Ka3 8.Rg3+! [8.Rgl? Rb2! (8..Rg2? 9.Rxg2 alQ 10.g6=) 9.Ral Rg2!—+] 8..Kb4
9.Rg4+ Kb5 10.Rgl Rg2! 11.Rxg2 [11.Ral? Rxg5+ —+] 11...a1Q 12.Rf2 Qe5 [12...Qa8+
13.Kg7 Qa7+ 14.Rf7 =, or 12...Qg1/Qd4 13.Rf5+ =] 13.g6 =. Another excellent logical study
with a critical move 7.Rg4+!.
2"d Prize - (Franjo Vrabec - E0401) 1.Re3+! (1.Rc2? Se7 2.Re2 Sc6, or 1.Re6? Sxb4 2.Rd6
Rxa8 3.Rd8 Rc8! 4.Rxc8 Sd5 5.Kh6 Kh4 6.Kg7 Kg5 7.Kf7 Kf5 8.Ke8 Ke6 9.Kd8 Kd6 =)
1...Kh2! (1...Kg2 2.Re6 Sxb4 3.Rd6 Rxa8 4.Rd8 Sd5 5.Rxd5 Re8 6.Rc5 a5 7.Kg4! a4 8.Rc2+
Kf1 9.Kf5 a3 10.Ke6 a2 11.Rcl+ Ke2 12.Kd7 +-) 2.Re6 (2.Re2+ Kg3 3.Re6 Sxb4 4.Rd6 Rxa8
5.Rd8 Sd5 6.Rxd5 Rc8 7.Rc5 a5 =) 2...Sxb4 3.Rd6 Rxa8 4.Rd8 Rc8! (4...Sd5 5.Rxd5 Rc8
6.Rc5 a5 7.Kg4! a4 8.Rc2+ Kgl 9.Rcl+ Kf2 10.Kf5 a3 11.Ke6 +-) 5.Rxc8 Sd5 6.Kg4! Kg2
7.Kh4! Kh2 8.Rf8! Sxc7 9.Rf2+ Kgl 10.Kg3 Sb5 11.Rf3! Sd6 12.Rd3 Sf5+ 13.Kg4! (13.Kf3
Sh4+ 14.Kg3 Sf5+, or 13.Kf4 Sh4 14.Kg3 Sf5+) +-. A very good study with an unexpected
8.Rf8!.
Sp. Prize - (Richard Becker - E0390) 1.Rh4! [Logical try: 1.Rh3? Rf8+ 2.Kd7 Ral (2..Rf7+
3.Kc6 Rcl+ 4.Kb6 Rb7+ 5.Ka6 Ra7+ 6.Kb6 Re8 7.Sc7+ Raxc7 8.Rxa3+ Kb8 9.Ra7 zz Rxa7
stalemate) 3.Kc7 (3.Sb4 Kb7 4.Sc2 Rel 5.Sxa3 Rfc8) 3..Rcl+ 4.Kb6 Rb&+ 5.Ka6 a2 6.Sb6+
Rxb6+ 7.Kxb6 Rc6+ (7..alQ 8.Ra3+ etc.) 8.bxc6 alQ wins) (1.Kc7? Rxb5) (1.Rh6? Rf8+
2.Kc7 Rel+ 3.Kd7 Rf7+)] 1...Rf8+ 2.Kc7 Rel+ 3.Kb6 Rb8+ (3... Kb8 4.Sb4) 4.Ka6 a2 5.Sb6+
Rxb6+ 6.Kxb6 Rc6+ (6...a1Q 7.Rad+ Kb8 8.Ra8+ Kxa8 stalemate) 7.bxc6 alQ 8. Red Qb2+
9.Kc5 Kb8 (9...Qe5+ 10.Kb4) 10.Rb4+ draw. An excellent logical study with a subtle key-
move by the white Rook. The try 1.Rh3? seems more natural than the key-move 1.Rh4.

The similarity with author’s 2" H.M. at 6 FRME precluded it from winning the 1% Prize.
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18t Honorable Mention Michal Hlinka 3rd Honorable Mention
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Win (4+5) Draw / (3+6) Win (3+3)

15t Honorable Mention - (Paul Réican - E0408) 1.d7! Sd4 2.Bdé6+ [2.d8Q? Bg5+ 3.Qxg5
(3.Kxg5 Se6+) Sf3+] 2...Sg3 3.Bxg3+ Kg2 4.Bf4! (4.5f6? Sc6 5.Sxd5 Kf3! 6.Bc7 Ba3! 7.Kg5
Ke4 =) 4...Ba3 5.Bd6! (5.d8Q? Be7+ 6.Qxe7 Sf5+) 5...Bxd6 6.Sxd6 Sc6 7.Sf5! Kf3 (7...Kf2
8.Kh5! Sd8 9.Kg5 Kf3 10.Kf6 +-) 8.Sd4+ +-. A study pleasant for solving.

2" Honorable Mention - (Michal Hlinka & L’ubo§ Kekely - E0395) 1.e7! [1.Rc3? b2 2.Kc2
Bed+ 3.Kxb2 g2 4.Rg3 Kxe6 -+, or 1.Rg5? Be4 2.Kcl (2.Rxg3 b2 -+) 2...g2 3.Rg4 Kxe6!
4 Rxed4+ Kf5 5.Rel Kf4 -+] 1...Kxe7 2.Re3 (2.Re5+? Kf6 3.Re3 BdS 4.Rxg3 g5 -+) 2..Bd5
3.Rxg3 Kf6 4.Kd2! (4 Kc1? g5! -+) 4...g5 5.Rg4 Kf5 6.Rd4! (6.Rb4? or Ra4? g4 7.Rd4 Be4 -
+) 6...Be4 7.Rb4 Bc2 (7...Bd5 8.Ke3 =) 8.Ke3 (8.Kc3? g4 -+, or 8.Rb7? g6 -+) 8...Ke5! [8...g6
9.Kf3 g4+ (9..Bdl+ 10.Ke3! Be2 11.Kf3 =) 10.Kg3 Bdl 11.Rd4 Bc2 12.Rb4 =, or 8...g4
9.Rb5+ Kf6 10.Kf4! =] 9.Rb5+ (9.Kd2? g6 10.Rb5+ Kf4 -+) 9...Ke6! 10.Ke2! (10.Kd2? g4! zz
11.Rg5 Bf5 -+, or 10.Kf3? Kd6 11.Kg4 Kc6 12.Rb8 Kc5 -+) 10...g4 11.Kd2! zz g6 (11...g3
12.Rg5 =) 12.Ke3 zz Kf7 (12.. Kf6 13.Kd2! zz g3 14.Ke3 =) 13.Rb4! switchback (13.Kd2?
Kf6! zz 14.Ke3 Ke6! 15.Kf4 Bd1l 16.Rb8 Kd7! 17.Rb6 Kc7 18.Rb4 Kc6 -+, or 13.Rb6? g3 -+)
13...g3 14.Rg4 =. A subtle duel between the white Rook and black Bishop and Pawn.

3rd Honorable Mention - (Jan Sprenger - E0405) 1.Sf5! [1.Sg4? Kb7! 2.Se3 Kc6 3.g4 (3.Kf5
Kc5 4.Ke4 b5!) 3..Ke5! 4.Kf5 Kd4 5.Sc2+ Ke3 6.Sa3 b5! (6...Kb3? 7.g5! Kxa3 8.g6 Kb2 9.g7
a310.g8Q!) 7.Sxb5+ Kc4 8.Sa3+ Kb3 9.g5 Kxa3 10.g6 Kb2 11.g7 a3 12.g8Q a2 =) 1...Kb7
2.5d4! (2.Se3? Kc6! see 1.515) 2...b5! (2...a3 3.g4 a2 4.Sc2 +-) 3.Sxb5 Kc6 4.Sa3! (4.Sc3? a3
5.Kf5 Kc5 6.g4 Ked =) 4...Ke5 5.Kf5 (minor dual 5.Sbl Kb4 6.Kf5 Kb3 ) 5...Kb4 6.Sb1 Kb3
7.Ke4 Kc2 8.Sa3+ Kb3 9.Sb5 Kc4! 10.Sd6+ (10.Sd4? a3 11.g4 a2 12.Sc2 Kc3 13.Sal Kb2 =)
10...Kc5 11.8f5 a3 12.Kd3! (thematic try 12.Sd4? Kc4! 13.g4 a2 14.Sc2 Kc3 15.Sal Kb2 =)
12...a2 13.Sd4! a1Q (13...a1S 14.Ke4 ) 14.Sb3+ +-. An interesting study with a nice maneuver
by the white Knight, but the duals in the moves by the white King detract. Also, 1.Sf5 looks
more natural than 1.Sg4 in the try.
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Special Honorable Mention - (Steffen Nielsen - E0412) 1.Bcl! (1.£5? Qe3+ =) 1...Qb8 (1...£5
2.Qxf5 +-) 2.Kh3 [2.Kg4? 5+ 3.Qxf5 Bc8 4.Qe6 (4.Qd7 Qc7 {Kxgb} =) 4...Qc7 5.Be3 (5.Bd2
{eg} Qd6) 5...Qc4! 6.Qxc8 Qe2+ =, or 2.Kh4? f5 3.Qxf5 Qd8+ 4.Kg3 Bc§] 2...£5 3.Qxf5! Be8
4.Qe6 Qb3+ (4...Qbl 5.Qxc8 +-, or 4..Bxe6+ 5.f5+ Kh5 6.g4#) 5.Kh4 Qc2 (5...Bxe6 6.f5+)
6.Qe2 (6.Be3? Qf2+) 6...Qxe2 (6..Qf5 7.g4, or 6..Kxg6 7.Qxc2+, or 6..Qxg6 7.f5+, or
6..Qxcl 7.Qh5#) 7.5+ +-. The study being a candidate for a prize was prevented by the
unfortunate variation 2.Kf2 Qd6 3.Be3 Bxg2 4.Kxg2 with a chance for a win for White.

Special Honorable Mention - (Michael Pasman - E0414) 1.Sf2! Rh1+! (1...c2 2.g8S+ Bxg8
3.Sg4+ Kg7 4.Se3+ Kf8 5.Sxc2! =, or 1..RbS 2.g8S+ Bxg8 3.Sg4+ =) 2.Sxhl ¢2 3.g8S+!
(logical try 3.Rh3+ Kxg7 4.Rg3+ Kh7 5.Rh3+ Kg6 6.Rg3+ Kf5 7.Ra5+ Kxf4 8.Rc5 d3 9.Sf2
Kxg3 10.Sxd3 Bg6 -+) 3...Bxg8 4.Rh3+ Kg6 5.Rg3+ Kf5 6.Ra5+ Kxf4 7. Rc5 Bh7! [7...d3?
8.Rxg8 (see logical try 3.Rh3+) 8...d2 9.Rg4+! Kxg4 10.Sf2+ =] 8.Kf2! Bh4 9.Rc4! Bed!
(9...Bd3 10.Rxd4+) 10.Rxd4! c1Q 11.Rxe4+! Kxe4 stalemate. An interesting play ending with
a stalemate. A higher award was not possible because of the idle Sh1.

Commendation - (Martin Minski - E0392) 1.Kd7! b6 (1...Ke4 2.Kxc7 Kd4 3.Kxb7 +-) 2.26
(2.axb6? cxbb) 2...Kf4! 3.Kc6!! (logical try: 3.Kxc7? Ke5 4.Kb7 Kd6 5.Kxa7 Kc7! =, or
3.Kc8? c6! 4.Kb7 b5 5.cxb5 cxb5 6. Kxa7 b4 7.Kb8 b3 8.a7 b2 9.a8Q blQ+ =) 3...Ke5 4.Kb7
Kdé6 5.Kxa7 +.

Commendation
Commendation Commendation Amatzia Avni &
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Commendation - (Peter Krug - E0396) 1.Rc8+! (1.a7? Kb6 2.Rc8 Qxf3 =) 1...Kb6 2.Rc6+
Ka5 3.a7 Qxa7+ 4.Ke6 g5 5.Ra6+ Qxa6 6.bxa6 Kb6! 7.f4!! [Thematic try 7.c5+? BxcS5!
(7...dxc5? 8.14) 8.4 gxf4 9.g5 e4 10.Bxe4 Kxa6 =] 7...exf4 8.c5+ dxc5 9.Kf6! Bd2 10.Kxg5 +-.
Commendation - (Marcel Doré - E0399) 1.Sa3! [Thematic try: 1.Kd6? Kf4/Kf2 2.Sc3 Ke3
3.Ke5 Kd3 4.Kf6 Se8+ 5.Kf7 Sc7 6.Sb5 Sxb5! (6...c3? 7.Sxc7 c2 8.5 c1Q 9.e8Q Qxc7 10.K16!
+- EGTB) (10.Kxe6? Qb6+! 11.Kf5 Qf2+12.Ke6 Qa2/Qb6 13.Kf5 Qf2+ positional draw.)] 1
2.Sb5 ¢2 3.Sd4 c1Q 4.Se2+ Kf3 5.Sxcl Kxe4 6.Sb3! [6.Se2? e5! (6...Ke3? 7.Scl! Ke4 8.Sb3
Kd5 9.Sd2! +- see main line after 7.Sd2!) 7.Sg3+ Kf4! 8.Sh5+ Sxh5 =] 6...Kd5 7.Sd2! [Thematic
try: 7.Sa5? e5! 8.Sb7 e4 9.Sd8 Kc4! (9...e3? 10.Se6! +- see main line) 10.Se6 Sh5 (10...e3?
11.Sxg7! +-) 11.Kd6 Sf6 12.Ke5 e3 13.Kxf6 2 =] 7...e5 8.S13 e4 9.Sg5! (and the refutation in
T.T: 7.8a57.... 9...Kc4 is no longer allowed here) 9...e3 10.Se6! ShS 11.Sf4+ Sxf4 12.e8Q! +-.
Commendation - (Amatzia Avni & Vladislav Tarasiuk - E0409) 1.Ral+! (Rd8? Qb6+, or
1.Rd7? Qe6+, or 1.Kc2? Qc6+) 1...Kh2 2.Ke2! (2.Rf4? Qxh7 3.Kc3 Qg7+ 4.Rd4 Kxg2 =, or
2.Bg8? Qg7 3.Rxg7 d1Q+ 4.Rxdl stalemate) 2...d1Q+! (2...Qd6 3.Kdl +-) 3.Kxd1 (3.Rxd1?
Qc6+ 4.Kb2 Qb5+ =) 3...Qh5+ 4.Rf3 Kxg2 (4...Qxh7 5.Rh3+ +-) 5.Be4 Qhl+ 6.Ke2 Qxal
7.Rf5+! (7.Rf6+? Kh3! 8.Rh6+ Kg4 =) 7...Kh3 (7...Kgl 8.Rg5+ Kh2 9.Rh5+ Kgl 10.Rh1+
mate) 8. Rh5+ Kg4 9.Bf3#.

Many thanks to Pavel for this quick award which stays open for three months. Please send
comments to Franjo Vrabec.



