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Solution: 1.KAd6 2.KAc7 3.KAd2 4.Qc4 5.KAc1 6.Qb3 7.KAb2 8.KAb1 9.KAe2 10.Kd1 

11.KAe1 12.Qe3+ Sxe3#; 1.Kb3 2.KAa3 3.Qc2 4.KAa4 5.Kc4 6.Kb5 7.KAb7 8.Ka6 9.KAa7 

10.KAa8 11.KAa5 12.Qc7+ Sxc7#; 1.Qb5 2.KAb3 3.KAa4 4.Kb2 5.KAb1 6.Ka2 7.KAb6 

8.KAb2 9.Qd3 10.KAa3 11.KAa1 12.Qc3+ Sxc3#.   

Special Honorable Mention - (Anatoly Stepochkin - FB1360) Super AUW (6 promotions) in 

miniature and black minimal. Excellent and typical for the author. Solution: a) 1.c1B+ Kd3 

2.Be3 Kd4 3.Bf2 LIg2 4.Kd5+ Ke4#; b) 1.c1S LIb2  2.Se2 Kd3 3.Sd4 Kc3 4.Ke5 Kxd4#; c) 

1.c1R ANe7 2.Ke6 Kc2 3.Rf1 ANb3 4.Rf7 LIa2#; d) 1.c1Q+ LIb2 2.Qc6 LIf2 3.Kc5 Ke3+ 

4.Qh1 Kd4#; e) 1.c1LI Ke3 2.Kc7 ANf4 3.LIc8 LIe5 4.Kb8 LIg3#; f) 1.c1AN Ke3 2.Kd5 Kf3 

3.ANg4 Kf4 4.Ke5+ Ke4#.   

W________w  
[wdwdwdwd]  
[dwdwdwdw]  
[wdwdwdwd]  
[dwdwiwdw]  
[wdwdwhwd]  
[dndwIwdw]  
[wdwdwdwd]  
[dwdwdwdw]  
w--------w  

hs#7½     3 sols.     (1+3)  
Koeko, nNightrider  

Sp. Honorable Mention 
Václav Kotěšovec  w________w 

[wdwdQdwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
[pdwdwdwd] 
[iwdwdwdw] 
[pdwdwdwd] 
[dw)wdwdw] 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dndwdwdK] 
w--------w 

1st Commendation 
Julia Vysotska 

h#2       b) wCSe8   (3+4) 
Anti-Andernach  
Take & Make 
Anti-Take & Make 
Chameleons Qe8 & Sb1 

W________w 
[wdw!wdQd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
[wdwIwdwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdkdwdw] 
[bdwdwdwd] 
[dw1wdwdq] 
w--------w 

2nd Commendation 
Vlaicu Crisan  
& Eric Huber   

hs#3       2 sols.      (3+4) 
Messigny Chess  
qQLocust 

W________w 
[wdndwdnd] 
[4wdw0wdw] 
[phwHwdwd] 
[dw4wgP0w] 
[wdwdwiPd] 
[dwdPDPdw] 
[wdwdwIwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
w--------w 

3rd Commendation 
Marco Crucioli   
& Antonio Garofalo 

h#2        2 sols.     (6+10) 
Vertical cylinder  
nZebrarider  
nNightrider, NCamel 

Special Honorable Mention - (Václav Kotĕšovec - FB1338) The author published a series of 

long movers with echo mates this year. Here we can see three corner mates in Tanagra form. 

Solution: 1...Ne6 2.Ke4+ Kd4 3.Kd3 Ke3 4.Kc3 Kd2+ 5.Kb2 Nc1 6.Kb1 Na2 7.Kb2 Kc1+ 

8.Ka1 Nc2#; 1...Nd2 2.Kd4+ Nd3+ 3.Kd5 Kd6 4.Ke6 Nf6+ 5.Kf5 Ke7 6.Kg6 Nh7 7.Kg7 Kf8+ 

8.Kh8 Nf7#; 1...Kd4+ 2.Kf3 Kc4 3.Ke4 Nc5+ 4.Ke5 Kb5 5.Kd6 Nd7 6.Kc7 Nb8 7.Kb7 Ka6+ 

8.Ka8 Nb6#.   

1st Commendation - (Julia Vysotska - FB1353) A miniature with complicated (but 

interesting) fairy play. Solution: a) 1.CSd2=CB(w) CQe4=CS(b) 2.CSxd2=CB-e3(+wCBc1) 

CBxe3=CR(+bCBb6)# [not 3.CBc5=CR(w)??-self-check!]; b) 1.CSa3=CB(w) CSd6=CB(b) 

2.CBxa3=CR-d6(+wCBc5) CBxd6=CR-e5(+bCRb6)# [not 3.CRb5=CQ(w)??-self-check!]. 

2nd Commendation - (Vlaicu Crisan & Eric Huber - FB1376) Good play and Messigny 

Chess effects in a miniature form. Solution: 1.LOc1-LOg8 Bd5 2.Kc5 LOd8-LOg8 

3.LOxd5/c4+ LOc4-LOh1#; 1.Kd3-Kd6+ Kc6 2.Kd4 Be6 3.LOxe6/d5+ LOd5-LOh1#.   

3rd Commendation - (Marco Crucioli & Antonio Garofalo - FB1393) Closing of lines and 

unpins in vertical cylinder play. Solution: 1.Sc4 d4 2.ZRe4 CAc3# (2.Na4?); 1.Sh7 f6 2.Na4 

CAg7# (2.ZRe4?).   

4th Commendation - (Ladislav Packa - FB1394) Cycle ABC-BCA-CAB and excellent 

construction, but the zero position detracts. Solution: a) 1.Rf2(wR) 2.Sxf2(wS, wS→b8) 

3.Bf2(wB) Bh4=; b) 1.Sf2(wS) 2.Bxf2(wB, wB→f8) 3.Rf2(wR) Rf4=; c) 1.Bf2(wB) 

2.Rxf2(wR, wR→h8) 3.Sf2(wS) Rh3=.   

5th Commendation - (Waldemar Tura - FB1374) Fairy twomover with many changes. 

Solution: 1...RHe5 2.Gd6#, 1...BHd5 2.Ge6#, 1...Gf5 2.Rfg7#, 1...Gc5 2.Gc6#, 1...RHa~ 

2.Ga6#; 1.Gd4! (zz), 1...RHe5 2.Rfg7#, 1...BHd5 2.Gd6#, 1...Gf5 2.Sf4#, 1...Gc5 2.Gb6#, 

1...RHa~ 2.Ga6#; 1.Ke5? Gxh7!; 1.Rh4/Rh8? RHe5!; 1.Gg8? BHxg8!   
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W________w 
[wdwdkdwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
[wdwdwIwd] 
[dwgwdwdw] 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
[rdwdwdwd] 
[dwdndwdw] 
w--------w 

4th Commendation 
Ladislav Packa   

ser-h=3   Zero pos.  (1+4) 
Magic square: f2  
a) Kf6g7 
b/c) Ke8h5/f4, Anti-Circe 

W________w 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdwdRdR] 
[wdwdw)kd] 
[0Rdwdwdw] 
[rdQdK!wd] 
[dwdwdwdN] 
[bdqdwdwd] 
[dwdw4wdw] 
w--------w 

5th Commendation 
Waldemar Tura 

#2                            (8+6) 
  bBishophopper 
  rRRookhopper 
  qQGrasshopper 

W________w 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdwIwdw] 
[wdwdw0wd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
w--------w 

6th Commendation 
Janos Mikitovics  

HR#3*   3 sols.    (1+0+1) 
Sentinelles  

W________w 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdwdw0w] 
[Kdwdwdwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
[pdw0wdkd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
w--------w 

7th Commendation 
Geoff Foster  

h#2      2 sols.     (1+2+2) 
Symetry Anti-Circe  
Anti-Take & Make 

6th Commendation - (Janos Mikitovics - FB1387) Not-so-matched play, but a nice little two-

piece problem with promotions. Solution: Set-play: 1...f1nQ 2.nQg2 nQg4[+bPg2] 

3.Kf2[+wPe3] g1Q#; Play: 1.Kd2[+wPe3] f1B 2.nBg2 nBf3[+bPg2] 3.Ke1[+wPd2] g1Q#; 

1.Ke2[+wPe3] f1nS 2.nSh2 nSg4[+bPh2] 3.Kf1[+wPe2] h1Q#; 1.Ke4[+wPe3] f1nQ 2.nQf2 

nQh4[+bPf2] + 3.Kf3[+wPe4] f1=Q#.    

7th Commendation - (Geoff Foster - FB1399) Zilahi, change of functions and ODT mates in 

typical author’s style. Solution: 1.nPa2-a1=nQ+ nQa1-c1 2.nPd2xc1=nQ[nQc1→f8][+nQc8]  

nQf8xc8[nQc8→f1][+nQh3]#; 1.nPd2-d1=nQ+ nQd1-b1 2.nPa2xb1=nQ[nQb1→g8][+nQb8]  

nQg8xb8[nQb8→g1][+nQg3]#.   

  

We thank Diyan for this award which becomes final in three months. Please send comments to 

Petko A. Petkov. 

StrateGems 2015 Studies Award 
By Yochanan Afek, International Judge FIDE 

  

I received twenty-three studies from the Chief Editor, Mike Prcic. I thank Harold van der 

Heijden for his assistance in checking my candidates for soundness and originality. The 

following candidates had to be disqualified:   

E0285 (Becker) Unsound: 2...Bc4! 3.Bg4 Be6! 4. Be2 (4.Bxe6 stalemate!) 4...Rh7 5.Be5 Rd7 

6.Bf1 Bf5 7.Bc4 Rd8+ 8.Ke7 Rd7+ 9.Kf6 Bd3 10.Be6 Bxa6 11.Sf7 Be2 12.Bf4 Bd1 13.Se5 

Ba4 =. Also: 2...Bd5! 3.Bh5 Rd8+ 4.Ke7 Rd7+ 6.Kf8 Rh7. Further: cook 9.Bg3 Be2 10.Sd6+ 

E0287 (Tarasyuk) Unsound: 9...Ke2! =  

E0290 (Tarasyuk) Unsound: 2...Rxf4 (e.g.) 3.Kd5 Rfxe4 4.Qg8 f4 wins (7EGTB). 

E0293 (Kekely) Anticipated especially by #05052. 

From the rest, here are my rankings:  

W________w 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[Iwdwgwdw] 
[wdwdwdwG] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
[wdwdwdw0] 
[dndw0w$w] 
[w)wdwdwd] 
[dwdwdkdw] 
w--------w 

1st Prize, Iuri Akobia  
& Pavel Arestov 

Draw                       (4+4) 

W________w 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdwdwHw] 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdwdwgw] 
[rdw0wdwd] 
[dNdrdw0K] 
[wdw)Rdwd] 
[dwdwdwiw] 
w--------w 

Special Prize 
Steffen S. Nielsen 

Draw                       (5+6) 

W________w 
[qgwdw4kd] 
[0wdw4p0p] 
[pdP0pdwd] 
[dwdwdw)w] 
[wdBdw!wd] 
[dwdpdwdw] 
[Rdwdwdwd] 
[dwdbIwdR] 
w--------w 

2nd Prize, Peter S. Krug   
& Mario G. García 

Win                       (7+14) 

W________w 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdpdNdN] 
[wdwdwdw0] 
[dpdwdwdP] 
[p0wdwdwG] 
[dwdpdwdw] 
[Pdwdkdwd] 
[Iwdwdwdw] 
w--------w 

1st Honorable Mention 
Zlatko Mihajloski 

Draw                        (6+7) 
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1st Prize - (Iuri Akobia & Pavel Arestov - E0284) 1.Rf3+! (1.Rxe3? Bc5+ 2.Ka8 Bxe3 3.Bxe3 

h3 4.Bf4 Sc5 5.b4 Sd3 6.b5 Sxf4 7.b6 h2 8.b7 h1Q–+) 1...Kg2 2.Rxe3 Bc5+ 3.Ka8!! (3.Ka6 

Bxe3 4.Bxe3 h3 5.Bf4 Sc5+ 6.Ka7 Se4–+) 3...Bxe3 4.Bxe3 Kf3 (4...h3 5.Bf4 Sc5 6.b4! Sd3 

7.b5 Sxf4 8.b6 h2 9.b7 h1Q 10.b8Q=) 5.Bg1! Kg3! (5...Kg2 6.Be3! Kf3 7.Ba7! Main line) 

6.Ba7! [Thematic try: 6.Bb6? h3 7.Bc7+ Kf2! so (7...Kg2? 8.Bf4! zz; 7...Kf3 8.Bh2! zz) 8.Bh2 

Kf3! zz] 6...h3 7.Bb8+ Kg2 8.Bf4! Kf3 9.Bh2! zz Kf2! 10.Bc7! zz Kg2 11.Bf4! zz (positional 

draw) 11...Sd4 12.b4 Se2 13.b5 Sxf4 14.b6 Sd5 15.b7 Sb6+ 16.Kb8 Sd7+ 17.Kc8 Sb6+ 

18.Kb8 draw. An original and complex mechanism of positional draw based on reciprocal 

Zugzwang almost all over the board with only six pieces. Following the subtle 3.Ka8!! the white 

bishop should be moved only to those squares which wouldn’t allow black to win a single tempo 

on his way to interfere with it on g3 (nor the forking of the bishop and pawn nor a black 

promotion with a check or a pin) to prevent a successful chase of the white pawn. Even when 

black eventually manages to break this vicious circle he is still faced with the final and familiar 

positional draw.  Highly subtle and precise and yet comprehensive to the mind. A remarkable 

achievement! 

2nd Prize - (Peter S. Krug & Mario G. García - E0286) 1.Qh4! (1.Rxh7? Bc2! 2.Bxd3 Bxd3 

3.Rxg7+ Kxg7 4.Qf6+ Kg8 5.Rh2 Bh7 6.g6 fxg6 7.Qxe7 Rf7 8.Qe8+=) 1...Bh5! (1...f5 2.g6! h6 

3.Qxe7+-) 2.Qxh5 f5 3.Qxh7+ (3.gxf6? gxf6 4.Bxd3 f5 5.Rg2+ Kh8 6.Qg5 Qxc6! 7.Qxe7 Qc3+ 

8.Rd2 Qa1+ 9.Rd1 Qe5+ 10.Be2 Qg3+ 11.Kd2 Qf4+=) 3...Kf7 4.Qxf5+ Ke8 5.Qxf8+!! Kxf8 

6.g6! (6.Rh8+? Kf7 7.Rf2+ Kg6 8.Bxd3+ Kxg5 9.Rh1 d5! 10.Rg1+ Bg3! 11.Rxg3+ Kh4 

12.Rg1 Qb8! =) 6...Re8 (6...Rf7 7.Rh8+ Ke7 8.gxf7+-) 7.Rf2+ Kg8 (7...Ke7 see later) 8.Rfh2 

Kf8 9.0–0+! (9.Rf1+? Kg8 10.Rfh1 Kf8=) 9...Ke7 10.Rf7+ Kd8 11.Rd7+ Kc8 12.Bxa6+ wins. 

This sacrificial middlegame-like encounter makes an original use of the castling element.  

Players and solvers would like it. 

Special Prize - (Steffen S. Nielsen - E0275) 1.Rg2+! (1.Sc5? Rxd2 2.Rxd2 Bxd2 3.Sxa4 g2–+) 

1...Kh1 (1...Kf1 2.Sc5 Rxd2 3.Rxg3 Rc4 4.Se4=) 2.Sc1 (2.Sc5? Rxd2 3.Rxg3 Rc4 4.Se4 d3! 

5.Sxd2 Rh4#) 2...Rxd2 3.Se2! Rxe2 4.Rxe2 g2! 5.Rxg2 Ra3+ 6.Rg3 d3! 7.Sf5! d2 8.Rxa3! 

d1Q 9.Rf3!! (9.Sg3+? Kg1 10.Rf3 Qd7+–+) 9...Qxf3+ (9...Kg1 10.Rg3+ Kf2 11.Rxg5=) 

10.Sg3+ Kg1 draw. The final stalemate has been displayed quite often. (A fine example is G. 

Zakhodyakin, Shachmaty (Riga) 1967). Nevertheless, the tense tactical struggle, rich with 

mutual blows and highlighted by the quiet 9.Rf3!!, is new and deserves honor. 

1st Honorable Mention - (Zlatko Mihajloski - E0281) 1.Be1! Kxe1 2.Se5 d2 3.Sf3+ Ke2 

4.Sxd2 Kxd2 5.Kb2! (5.Kb1? d5! 6.Sf6 d4 7.Sd5 d3 8.Sxb4 Ke2 9.Sd5 d2 10.Kb2 b4!–+) 5...d5 

6.Sf6 d4 7.Sd5 d3 8.Sxb4 Ke2 9.Ka3 (9.Sd5? b4! 10.Sf4+ Kd2 11.Kb1 a3 12.Sd5 Ke1 13.Se3 

Ke2–+) 9...d2 10.Sd5 d1Q (main 10...Kd3 11.Sc3! Kxc3= White is in a stalemate) 11.Sc3+ 

Kd2 12.Sxd1 Kxd1 13.Kb4 Kc2 14.Kxb5 a3 15.Kc4 (15.Kb4? Kb2 16.Kc4 Kxa2–+) 15...Kb2 

16.Kd3 Kxa2 17.Kc2 Ka1 18.Kc1 a2 19.Kc2 Black is in a stalemate. All three pieces are given 

away to restrain the pawn thrust, after which the kings are mutually stalemating each other.  

W________w 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdk)w0w] 
[w0wdwdp)] 
[dwdwIwdw] 
[wdwdwdw1] 
[dwdwdRdw] 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdwdBdw] 
w--------w 

2nd Honorable Mention 
Luboš Kekely 

Draw                       (5+5) 

W________w 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdQdwdw] 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdwdwdB] 
[wdwdbdwd] 
[dwdwdpdK] 
[pdndwdwd] 
[iwdwdwdw] 
w--------w 

1st Commendation 
Daniel Keith & Martin Minski 

Win                         (3+5) 

W________w 
[wdwdwdwI] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
[wdwdNdwd] 
[dwdwdkdw] 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdwdPdp] 
[wdwdPdwd] 
[dNdwdwdw] 
w--------w 

2nd Commendation 
Pavel Arestov 

Win                         (5+2) 
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2nd Honorable Mention - (Luboš Kekely - E0292) 1.e8Q+! (1.h7? Qxe7+ 2.Kd5 Qg5+ 3.Kc4 

Qh4+ 4.Kb3 Qxh7–+) 1...Kxe8 2.h7! Qxh7 (2...Qh2+ 3.Ke6 Qxh7 4.Bb5+ Kd8 5.Rf8+ Kc7 

6.Rf7+=) 3.Rh3 Qg8 4.Ra3! Qh7 5.Rh3 Qg8 6.Ra3 Kd7 7.Bb5+ Kc7 8.Ra7+ Kb8 9.Re7 

Qb3 10.Re8+ Kc7 11.Re7+ Kd8 12.Re8+ draw.  The white pawns are sacrificed to deflect the 

royal couple to a total domination by the rook and the bishop. Consequently a positional draw is 

obtained and concluded by perpetual check. The long-distance moves create an aesthetic 

impression. 

1st Commendation - (Daniel Keith & Martin Minski - E0276) 1.Bf7! (1.Qb5? Bd3! 2.Qxd3 

Kb2 3.Bg6 a1Q 4.Qxc2+ Ka3=) 1...f2 2.Qb5! (2.Qd1+? Kb2 3.Bxa2 Bg2+! 4.Kg3 f1Q=; 

2.Bc4? f1Q+! 3.Bxf1 Kb2=) 2...Bd5! 3.Bxd5 Se3 4.Bg2! Sxg2 5.Kg3! (5.Kxg2 f1Q+! =) 

5...f1Q 6.Qxf1+ Se1! 7.Kf2! (7.Qf6+? Kb1 8.Qb6+ Kc2! 9.Qa5 Kb3! 10.Qb5+ Ka3 11.Qe5 

Kb3 12.Qxe1 Kb2=) 7...Kb2 8.Qb5+ Ka3 9.Qa5+ Kb2 10.Qb4+ Kc2 11.Qa3 Kb1 12.Qb3+ 

wins. Refusing to capture the knight to avoid a basic theoretical draw has been done before. 

Here the attraction is its repetition in a natural and fluent play. 

2nd Commendation - (Pavel Arestov - E0289) 1.Sg7+! (1.Sd4+? Kg6–+) 1...Kg6 (1...Kg5 

2.Sc3 h2 3.Se4++-) 2.Sh5! Kxh5 3.Sd2! h2 4.Sf1 h1S 5.Kg7! Kg5 6.e3! Sf2 7.Sg3! (7.Sd2? 

Sd1=) 7...Sd3 (7...Sd1 8.f4+ Kg4 9.f5 Sxe3 10.f6+-) 8.Se2! (8.Se4+ Kf5 9.Sg3+ Kg5 Loss of 

time) 8...Kf5 9.Sd4+ Ke5 10.Kg6 Se1 11.f4+ Ke4 12.f5+-. Both white knights are given away 

in a successful effort to tame an unstoppable pawn and to force a winning knight ending. 

  

We thank Yochanan for his effort and hope he can help us again. The award becomes final in 

three months. Please send comments to Franjo Vrabec before October 1st, 2017. 

StrateGems 2016 Studies Award 
By Peter Gyarmaty  

  

I judged twenty-three studies by nineteen authors from sixteen countries. There were nine joint 

compositions. One study, by Ilham Aliev, has a serious anticipation: M.Chodera, Gros, 1938. 

The Kirillov-Aberman study seems familiar after 2.gxf3, so I did not award this work. 

    A word about my taste. I like tactical studies, and clear strategic composition. I appreciate the 

complex structures: two or more main lines and the thematic tries. It is crucial for the study to 

be an inspired work. I don't like computer based technical play and the many side lines.  One 

more very important thing: the study must be solver-friendly. 

     Here is my decision: 

W________w 
[Kdwdwdwi] 
[)wdw0w0w] 
[wdwdRdPd] 
[drdrdw)B] 
[wdbdwdPd] 
[dPdwdwdw] 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdw!wdw] 
w--------w 

1st Prize 
Martin Minski 

Win                         (9+6) 

W________w 
[KdwdwdQd] 
[Hwdwdwdw] 
[kdr)w1wd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
[wdwdwGwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[4wdwdwdw] 
w--------w 

2nd Prize 
Steffen S. Nielsen 

Win                         (5+4) 

W________w 
[kdwhwdwd] 
[dw0wdwdw] 
[w)wdwGw$] 
[dwIwdwdw] 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
[wdw4wdwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
w--------w 

3rd Prize 
Árpád Rusz 

Win                          (4+4) 

W________w 
[qdwdwdwi] 
[)wdwdRdw] 
[wIpdwdw)] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
[wdPdwdwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
w--------w 

4th Prize 
Andrzej Jasik 

Win                         (5+3) 

1st Prize - (Martin Minski - E0296) A beautiful key setting is achieved after the seventh move 

when Black is in Zugzwang--the main line (the roles are reversed in the try). All moves show 

tactical motifs. The author built his work superbly, the highlight of the study comes at the end: 

a minor piece promotion. Solution: 1.Rb6! Rxb6 (1...Rd8+ 2.Kb7 Rd7+ 3.Kc8 +-) 2.Qxe7 

Re5!  (2...Rd7  3.Qxd7 Bg8  4.Qb7! Rxb3 5.Qb8 +- zz see main line) 3.Qd8+!  (thematic try 

3.Qxe5?  
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Bg8! zz 4.Qb8 Rxb3 zz 5.Qxb3 Bxb3 6.Kb8 Bd5 =) 3...Re8!  (3...Bg8 4.Qxb6 +-) 4.Qxe8+ Bg8 

5.Qe5!+- zz  (5.Qb8? Rxb3 = zz, or 5.Qd8? Rb8+! 6.axb8Q stalemate) 5...Rb4! (5...Rxb3 6.Qb8 

+- zz) 6.Qd6!  (6.Qb8? Rxb3 = zz) 6...Rxb3  (6...Rb5 7.b4! Bd5+ 8.Qxd5 +-) 7.Qb8! zz Rxb8+  

[7...Ra3 8.Kb7 Rxa7+ 9.Qxa7 +- (9.Kxa7? stalemate)] 8.axb8S!  (8.axb8Q? stalemate, or 

8.Kxb8? Bd5 =) 8...Bd5+ 9.Ka7 +-.  

2nd Prize - (Steffen S. Nielsen - E0316) Excellent tactical play in classical style. Black’s 

counterplay is very interesting. After 3…Rxd6 the position is difficult for both sides. My 

impression is that the ending is not as impressive as in the first prize winner’s study. Solution: 

1.Qb8! (1.d7? Qb2 2.Qc8+ Rxc8+ 3.dxc8Q+ Ka5 =) 1…Rb1 (1…Rb6 2.Qc8+ Ka5 3.Bd2+ 

Ka4 4.Qc4+ Ka3 5.Qc5+ Ka2 6.Qa5+ Kb2 7.Qxb6+ +-) 2.Qxb1 Qf8+ 3.Qb8 Rxd6! 4.Sc6! 

(4.Bxd6? Qf3+ -+) 4…Rf6 (4…Qxb8+ 5.Sxb8+ Kb6 6.Bxd6 +-, or 4…Rxc6 5.Qxf8 +-) 5.Bg5! 

(5.Sb4+? Ka5 6.Bc7+ Ka4 =) 5…Rf7 (5…Qxb8 6.Sxb8+ Kb5 7.Bxf6 +-) 6.Bd8! Qc5 7.Sb4+ 

Qxb4 8.Qxb4 Ra7+ 9.Kb8 Ra8+ 10.Kc7 (10.Kxa8 stalemate) +- 

3rd Prize - (Árpád Rusz - E0309) A very rich study! The 2.Bc3!! move is excellent, avoids the 

stalemate trap by opening white rook’s line. While it is true that the material is EGBT after 

White’s first move, a solver can also find out all moves. The brilliant 5.Rg6!! (instead of try: 

Rf6?) is not an EGTB move! All side lines contain interesting tactical play. Solution: 1.bxc7! 

Rc2+ [1...Se6+ 2.Kc6! (2.Kb6? Rd6+ =) 2...Rc2+ (2...Sxc7 3.Kxc7 Ka7 4.Bc3 Rd5 5.Rc6 Rb5 

6.Bd4+ Ka8 7.Ra6+ mate) 3.Kb6 Sf8! (3...Sxc7 4.Rh8+ +-) 4.Be5! (4.Rh8? Rb2+! 5.Ka6 

(5.Bxb2 stalemate) 5...Ra2+) 4...Sd7+ 5.Ka6 Ra2+ (5...Sxe5 6.Rh8+ mate) 6.Kb5 Kb7 7.Rh8 

Rc2 8.Rb8+! Sxb8 9.cxb8Q+ mate] 2.Bc3!! (2.Kb6? Rc6+ 3.Kb5 Rxc7 =) 2...Rxc3+ 3.Kb6 

Rb3+ [3...Sf7 4.Rh3! Rxc7 (4...Rxh3 5.c8Q+ mate) 5.Kxc7 +-] 4.Ka6 Rb8! [4...Ra3+ 5.Kb5 

Rb3+ 6.Ka4! (6.Kc4? Rb8 7.Rh8 Rc8 =) 6...Rb8 7.Rh8 +-] 5.Rg6!! [mutual zugzwang 5.Rf6? 

Sc6! 6.Rxc6 (6.cxb8Q+ Sxb8+ 7.Kb6 Sd7+ =) 6...Rb6+! 7.Kxb6 stalemate, or 5.Rh8? Rb6+! (or 

5...Sc6 6.cxb8Q+ Sxb8+ 7.Kb6 stalemate) 6.Ka5 (6.Kxb6 stalemate) 6...Ra6+! 7.Kb5 Rb6+ 

perpetual check/stalemate, or 5.Rd6? Sf7 6.cxb8Q+ Kxb8 =] 5...Rc8 (5...Sf7 6.cxb8Q+ Kxb8 

7.Rg8+ Kc7 8.Rg7 +-) 6.Rg8 Rxc7 7.Rxd8+ Rc8 8.Rxc8#. 

4th Prize - (Andrzej Jasik - E0304A) Clean and elegant elaboration of a strategic theme. White 

avoids the Zugzwang postitions, and thereby the stalemate traps. A solver-friendly study. 

Solution: 1.Rb7! (1.h7? c5 2.Kxc5 Qxa7 3.Rxa7 stalemate) 1…Qd8+ 2.Ka6! Qc8 3.c5! zz 

(3.h7? c5 =) 3…Kg8 4.Kb6! (thematic try: 4.h7+? Kh8 zz 5.Kb6 Qd8+ =) 4…Qd8+ 5.Rc7 Qa8 

(5…Qe8 6.Kb7 +-) 6.Ka6! Kh8! 7.Rb7! (7.h7? Qxa7+ 8.Kxa7 stalemate) 7…Qc8 8.h7! zz 

8…Qd8 9.Rb8 +-. 

W________w 
[wdwdwIwd] 
[dwdkdwdw] 
[Pdwdw$Pd] 
[dw4wdwdw] 
[wdwdwgwd] 
[dBdwdwdw] 
[wdwdwdpd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
w--------w 

1st Honorable Mention 
David Gurgenidze 
& Martin Minski 

Draw                       (5+4) 

W________w 
[wIwdwdwg] 
[dRdwHwdw] 
[wdwdwdwG] 
[dPdpdwdP] 
[wdw1wdkd] 
[dRdwdwdw] 
[pdwdwdPd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
w--------w 

2nd Honorable Mention 
Andrzej Jasik 
& Mario G. García 

Draw                        (8+5) 

W________w 
[wdwdwdwh] 
[dwdwdw0w] 
[wdQdwdpd] 
[0wdwdwdw] 
[pdwdwdwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
[wdBdwdKd] 
[1wdwiwdw] 
w--------w 

3rd Honorable Mention 
Richard Becker 

Win                         (3+7) 

W________w 
[wdwdw4wd] 
[dPdwdwdP] 
[wdwdwdwI] 
[0w)w)kdN] 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dpdwdPdw] 
[wdwdwgwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
w--------w 

4th Honorable Mention 
Alain Pallier & 
Mario G. García 

Draw                       (7+5) 

1st Honorable Mention - (David Gurgenidze & Martin Minski - E0312) A nice tactical play, 

but the check and many captures detract. The 7…Qh1 variant is interesting, but  9.Rd7 and 

10.Kh7 are EGTB moves. Solution: 1.Ba4+! [1.a7? Rc8+! 2.Kf7 g1Q 3.Be6+ Kd8 4.Bxc8 

Qxa7+–+ Lomonosov; 1.g7? Bd6+! 2.Kf7 Rg5 3.a7 (3.Ba4+ Kc7–+) 3...Rxg7+ 4.Kxg7 g1Q+–

+; 1.Be6+? Kd8!–+; 1.Rxf4? g1Q–+] 1...Kc7 2.a7 Kb7 (2...Ra5 3.g7 g1Q 4.g8Q=) 3.Bc6+! 

Rxc6  4.Rxc6 Bh6+  5.g7 Bxg7+  6.Kg8! g1Q  7.Rg6!! Qxg6  [7...Qh1  8.Rxg7+ Kb6  9.Rd7!  
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(9.Re7? Kc5! 10.Rd7 Qa1 11.Kh7 (11.Kf8 Kc6–+) 11...Qa6–+) 9...Qa1 10.Kh7!= (10.Kf7? 

Kc6! 11.Re7 Kd6–+)] 8.a8Q+ Kxa8 model stalemate wKg8; bKa8,Qg6,Bg7. 

2nd Honorable Mention - (Andrzej Jasik & Mario G. García - E0308) Two main echo lines 

with good strategic content. Unfortunately the introductory play is not related to the theme. 

(Please read the judgment report of ChessBase-25 Study Tourney by John Nunn. He wrote 

about introductory play in great detail.) Solution: 1.Rg3+! (1.Sc6? Be5+ 2.Ka8 a1Q+ 3.Ra7 

Qaxa7+ 4.Sxa7 Qa4 5.Rb1 Kxh5 +-, or 1.Ra3? Be5+ 2.Ka8 a1Q 3.Rxa1 Qxa1+ 4.Ra7 Qb2 

5.Sc6 Bh2 -+) 1…Kxg3 [1…Kxh5 2.Rg5+! (2.Rh3+? Kg4 3.Rh1 Be5+ 4.Kc8 a1Q 5.Rxa1 

Qxa1 6.Sc6 Qa8+ 7.Sb8 Kf5 8.Bg7 Bxb8 9.Rxb8 Qa7 10.Rb7 Qc5+ -+) 2…Kxh6 3.Rg6+ Kh5 

(3…Kh7 4.Ra6 =) 4.g4+ Qxg4 5.Rxg4 a1Q 6.Rg6 Be5+ 7.Rc7 d4 (7…Bxc7 8.Kxc7 Qa7+ 

9.Kc6 Qxe7 10.Rd6 =) 8.Ra6 Bxc7+ (8…Qb2 9.b6 d3 10.Ka7 d2 11.Rd7 =) 9.Kxa7 =] 2.Sf5+ 

Kxg2 (2…Kh2 3.Sxd4 Bxd4 4.Bg7 a1Q 5.h6 Be5+ 6.Bxe5+ Qxe5+ 7.Ka7 Qa1+ 8.Kb6 Qf6+ 

9.Kc5 Qxh6 10.Kxd5 =) 3.Sxd4 Be5+ [main 3…Bxd4 4.Rg7+! (4.Bg7? a1Q 5.h6 Be5+ 6.Bxe5 

Qxe5+ 7.Ka7 Qe3+ 8.b6 Qxh6 -+) 4…Kh3 5.Rg1 Bxg1 6.Bg7 d4 7.h6 a1Q 8.h7 Bh2+ 9.Kb7! 

=] 4.Kc8! [4.Rc7? a1Q! (4…Bxc7+? 5.Kxc7 a1Q 6.Sc6 Qb1 7.Bg7 Qxb5 8.h6 =)] 4…Bxd4 

(4…a1Q 5.Sc6 Qa8+ 6.Sb8 d4 7.Bg7 Bxb8 8.Rxb8 Qd5 9.Bxd4 =) 5.Rg7+! (5.Ra7? Bxa7 

6.Bg7 d4 7.h6 a1Q 8.h7 Qc3+ 9.Kd7 Qh3+ 10.Kd6 Qxh7 -+) 5…Kf2 6.Rf7+ Kg2 7.Rg7+ Kh3 

8.Ra7! (8.Rg1? Bxg1 9.Bg7 d4 10.h6 a1Q 11.h7 Qa8 -+) 8…Bxa7 9.Bg7 d4 10.h6 a1Q 11.h7 

Qc3+ 12.Kd7! = (12.Kd8? Bd6+! -+, or 12.Kb7? Qf3+! 13.Ka6 Qa3+ 14.Kb7 Qe7+! -+) 

3rd Honorable Mention - (Richard Becker - E0304) It is well known that Richard is a great 

composer also without a computer – see his beautiful masterpiece from 1982: Chess Life, 3-4. 

prize. But this material is rather boring. Otherwise the mate ending is nice, and the technical part 

was hard work. Solution: 1.Qd6! g5 2.Qg3+ (2.Qd3? Qc1 =) 2...Kd2 3.Qd3+ Kc1 4.Qd1+ Kb2 

5.Qd4+ Ka2 6.Qxa4+ Kb2 7.Qd4+ Ka2 8.Qd5+ Kb2 9.Qe5+ Ka2 10.Qxa5+ Kb2 11.Qe5+ 

Ka2 12.Qd5+ Kb2 13.Qd4+ Ka2 14.Qa7+ Kb2 15.Qxg7+ Ka2 16.Qg8+ Kb2 17.Qxh8+ Ka2 

18.Qg8+ Kb2 19.Qg7+ Ka2 20.Qa7+ Kb2 21.Qd4+ Ka2 22.Qb4 Qb2 (22...Qc1 23.Qb3+ Ka1 

24.Qc3+ Qb2 (24...Ka2 25.Bb3+ Kb1 26.Ba2+  +-) 25.Qa5+ {etc.}) 23.Qc4+ Ka1 24.Qa4+ 

Qa2 25.Qd4+ Qb2 26.Qd1+ Ka2 27.Qd5+ Ka1 28.Qa5+ Qa2 29.Qe1+ Kb2 30.Qd2 g4 

31.Kg3 Qa3+ 32.Bd3+ Kb3 (32...Ka1 33.Qd1+ Kb2 34.Qc2+ Ka1 35.Qb1+  mate) 33.Qc2+ 

Kb4 34.Qc4+ Ka5 35.Qb5#  

4th Honorable Mention - (Alain Pallier & Mario G. García - E0310) Is this an analysis of a 

grandmaster’s practical game? This work is a good technical performance with non-thematic 

tries. Unfortunately, I don’t see a single tactical motif. Solution: 1.c6!; Try I: 1.Kg7? Bxc5 

2.Sg3+ Ke6! (not 2...Kf4? 3.h8Q Rxh8 4.Kxh8 Ba7 5.e6 Kxg3 6.e7 b2 7.e8Q b1Q 8.Qe5+=) 

3.h8Q (3.Se4 b2 4.Sxc5+ Ke7 5.h8Q Rxh8 6.Kxh8 b1Q–+) 3...Rxh8 4.Kxh8 Ba7 5.Se4 b2 (not 

5...Kxe5? 6.Sc5! Kd6 7.Sxb3=) 6.Sd2 a4 7.Sb1 Kxe5–+; 1...Bb6 2.Kg7 Rb8 [2...Rd8 3.Kf7 b2 

4.Sg7+ Kxe5 5.Se8! (5.b8Q+? Rxb8 6.Se8 Rxe8 7.Kxe8 b1Q 8.h8Q+ Kd5–+) 5...b1Q 6.h8Q+ 

Kd5 7.b8Q Rxb8 8.Sf6+ Kxc6 9.Qxb8=] 3.h8Q (3.Kf7? Kg5 4.Sg7 Kh6 5.Se8 Kxh7 6.Sf6+ 

Kh6–+) 3...Rxh8 4.Kxh8 Bc7 5.Sg7+ Kxe5 6.Se8 b2 7.Sxc7 b1Q 8.Kg7!; Try II: 8.Sa6? Kf6 

9.b8Q Qh1+ 10.Kg8 Qg2+ 11.Kf8 Qg7+ 12.Ke8 Qe7#; 8...Qb2 9.Kf7 Qb3+ 10.Ke7 a4 

11.f4+!; Try III: 11.Sa6? Qe6+ 12.Kd8 Qd6+ 13.Kc8 Qxc6+ 14.Sc7 Qb6 15.f4+ Kf5! 16.b8Q 

Qxb8+ 17.Kxb8 a3 18.Sb5 a2 19.Sd4+ Kxf4 20.Sc2 Kf3! 21.Kc7 Ke2 22.Kc6 Kd2 23.Sa1 Kc3 

24.Kd5 Kb2 25.Kd4 Kxa1 26.Kc3 Kb1–+; 11...Kf5 12.Se8 Kxf4 13.Sf6!; Try IV: 13.Sd6? Ke5 

14.Sf7+ Kd5 15.Sd8 a3 16.c7 Qb4+ 17.Kd7 Qa4+ 18.Ke7 Qe4+ 19.Kd7 Qh7+! 20.Kc8 a2 

21.b8Q Qh3+ 22.Kb7 (22.Se6 Qxe6+ 23.Kd8 Qd6+ 24.Kc8 a1Q–+) 22...a1Q–+ 13...a3 14.Sd7 

a2 15.b8Q+ Qxb8 16.Sxb8 a1Q 17.c7! =. 

1st Commendation - (Pavel Arestov - E0303) Not a big task, but a nice study. The theme is the 

well-known foresight, with minimal material. Solution: 1.Bc4+!! [1.Bxa6? bxa6 2.b7 Sd8! 

3.b8S f5 4.Sxa6 (4.Sd7 Sc6+! 5.Kxa6 f4 6.Sf6 f3 7.Se4 Kc2 8.Kb6 Se7 -+) 4…f4 5.Sc5 (5.Sb4+ 

Kb3 6.Sd3 f3 -+) 5…Sb7+! 6.Sxb7 f3 7.Sc5 f2 -+] 1…Ka3 (1…Ka1 2.Bxa6 bxa6 3.b7 =) 

2.Bxa6 bxa6 3.b7 (3.Kxa6? Kb4 4.b7 Sc5+ -+) 3…Sd8! 4.b8S! (4.b8Q? Sc6+ -+) 4…f5 

5.Sxa6! (5.Sd7? Sf7! 6.Kxa6 f4 7.Sf6 f3 8.Se4 Kb2 -+) 5…f4 6.Sc5! (6.Sb4? Kb3 -+) 6…Sb7+ 

7.Sxb7 f3 8.Sd6! f2 9.Sc4+ = (9…Kb3 10.Se3 =) 
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W________w 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dpdwdpdw] 
[n)wdndwd] 
[Iwdwdwdw] 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
[kdwdwdwd] 
[dwdwdBdw] 
w--------w 

1st Commendation 
Pavel Arestov 

Draw                        (3+5) 

W________w 
[wdwdwdw$] 
[dwdwdwdn] 
[wdwdbdkd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
[wdwdw$Pd] 
[dwdpdwdp] 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdKdwdw] 
w--------w 

2nd Commendation 
Mario G. García 
& Peter S. Krug 

Win                         (4+5) 

W________w 
[kGwdKdwd] 
[dwdwdwdp] 
[wdwdwdPd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
[wdPdPdnd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
[wdwdPdwd] 
[dw4wdwdw] 
w--------w 

3rd Commendation 
Vladislav Tarasyuk 

Draw                        (6+4) 

W________w 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdwdwdQ] 
[kdwdBdwd] 
[dwdpdRdw] 
[wdwIwdwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
[pdpdwdwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
w--------w 

4th-5th Commendation 
Michal Hlinka &  
Luboš Kekely 

Draw        BTM       (4+4) 

2nd Commendation - (Mario G. García & Peter S. Krug - E0311) It is a careful work: mainly 

by the chess program. The main lines are not equivalent in content and in quantities - the ’A’ 

line is more valuable. The mate ending is good, but overall, the play is not interesting enough. 

Solution: 1.Rf1! (1.g5? h2 2.Rh4 Sxg5=) with the following lines: A) 1...Bd5 2.Rd8 Be4 

3.Rg8+ Kh6 4.Rf2! (4.Re8? Bg2 5.Rf5 Kg7=) 4...Bd5 5.Rd8 Bg2 6.Rf5 Kg7 7.Rh5! [7.Rd7+? 

Kg8! 8.Rh5 (8.Kd2 h2 9.Rxh7 Kxh7 10.Rh5+ Kg6=) 8...Sf6 9.Rd8+ Kf7!=] 7...Sf6 (7...Bf3+ 

8.Ke1 Bxg4 9.Rh4 Sf6 10.Rxd3 Kg6 11.Kf2 Kg5 12.Rh8+-) 8.Rh4 Se4 [8...Kg6 9.Kd2! Kg5 

(9...Bf1 10.Rf8 Kg5 11.Rhh8 Kg6 12.Rc8 Kg5 13.Rc7 Kg6 14.Ra7 Bg2 15.g5+-) 10.Rhh8! 

Kxg4 (10...Se4+ 11.Kxd3+-) 11.Rdf8 Sh5 12.Rf2! (12.Rfg8+? Kh4 13.Rb8 h2=) 12...Kg3 

(12...Bd5 13.Ke3+- (13.Kxd3? Sf4+ 14.Ke3 (14.Kd4 Kg3=) 14...Sg2+=)) 13.Rf5 Sf4 14.Ke3!+- 

(14.Rg5+? Kf2 15.Rf8 Kf3=)] 9.Ke1 d2+ 10.Ke2 Kg6 11.Ke3 Kg5 [11...Sf6 12.Kxd2! 

(12.Rxd2? Kg5 13.Rh8 Sxg4+=) 12...Kg5 13.Rhh8+-] 12.Rg8+ Kf6! (12...Kxh4 13.Kf4 Sf6 

14.Rh8+ Sh5+ 15.Rxh5#) 13.Rh6+ Kf7 (13...Ke5 14.Re8+-) 14.Rd8 Sf6 15.Kxd2! Sxg4 

16.Rd7+ Ke8 17.Rhh7 Sf6 18.Rhe7+ Kf8 19.Rf7+ (19.Ra7? h2!=) 19...Ke8 20.Rde7+ Kd8 

21.Ra7! h2 (21...Se8 22.Rh7+-) 22.Rxf6 h1Q 23.Rf8#. B) 1...h2 2.Rh1! Sg5 3.Kd2! 

(3.R8xh2? Bxg4+=) 3...Bd5; a) 3...Sf3+ 4.Ke3! (4.Kxd3? Se5+ 5.Ke4 Sxg4 6.Kf4 Bd5=) 

4...Se5 (4...d2 5.Rd8 Se5 6.Kf4 Sd7 7.Ra1/b1+-) 5.Kf4! (5.Rd8? Kg5!=) 5...Sxg4 6.Rd8!+-; b) 

3...Se4+ 4.Ke3 Sg3 5.R1xh2 Sf1+ 6.Kf4 d2 7.R2h6+! (7.R8h6+? Kf7=) 7...Kg7 8.Kg5! Bg8 

(8…d1Q 9.R6h7#) 9.Rxg8+ Kxg8 10.Rd6!+; c) 3...Kg7 4.R8xh2 Sf3+ 5.Ke3 Sxh2 6.Rxh2+-

4.R1xh2! (4.R8xh2? Bxh1 5.Rxh1 Sf7! 6.Kxd3 Se5+ 7.Ke4 Sxg4 8.Rg1 Kh5!=) 4...Sf3+ 

5.Ke3! Sxh2 6.Rxh2 Be6 7.Kf4!+-; C) 1...Kg7 2.Rd8! Sf6 (2...Bxg4+ 3.Kd2 Be2 4.Rg1+-) 

3.Rd6! Bb3+ 4.Ke1/c1 h2 5.Rdxf6 h1Q 6.Rxh1 Kxf6 7.Rh5! +- 

3rd Commendation - (Vladislav Tarasyuk - E0317) A lovely study. Tarasyuk likes the 

foresight theme, but this study does not clearly show the theme by 7.e3! and 7.e4?, since the 

difference between the two lines is not small. Solution: 1.Bf4! (1.gxh7? Sf6+ 2.Kf7 Sxh7 3.Bf4 

Rf1! 4.e3 Sg5+ -+, or 1.Bd6? hxg6 2.e5 Rxc4 -+) 1…Rxc4 [1…Rf1 2.gxh7 Sf6+ (2…Rh1 3.e5 

Rxh7 4.e6 =) 3.Ke7! Sxh7 4.e3 Kb7 5.e5 =] 2.gxh7 (2.g7? Rxe4+ 3.Kd8 Sf6 -+) 2…Sf6+ 3.Kf7 

(3.Kf8? Rc8+! 4.Kf7 Sxh7 5.Kg7 Sf8 -+) 3…Sxh7 4.Kg7 (4.Bh6? Rc6! -+) 4…Rxe4 5.Bh6 

Re7+ 6.Kg6 Rc7! (6…Rd7 7.e4 Kb7 8.e5 Kc6 9.e6 Re7 10.Bg7 =) 7.e3!! [7.e4? Kb7 8.e5 Kc6 

9.e6 Kd5! 10.e7 Rxe7 11.Bg7 Ke6! (11…Sg5? 12.Bf6! =) 12.Kxh7 Kf7 13.Kh6 Re6+ -+] 

7…Kb7 8.e4 Kc6 9.Bg7! (9.e5? Kd5 10.Bg7 Sg5! 11.Kxg5 Rxg7 -+) 9…Sg5! 10.Be5! Re7 

11.Bf6 = 

4th-5th Commendation - (Michal Hlinka & Luboš Kekely - E0301) It seems that the authors 

researched Q+R vs. two Queens material. It is clear that this is an EGTB work by chess 

program analysis. Nevertheless the game is interesting if you know the solution. Solution: 

1...a1Q+! (1...c1Q 2.Bc8+ Qxc8 3.Qh6+ Kb7 4.Rf7+ Ka8 5.Qh1 Qc4+ 6.Ke5 Qc3+ 7.Ke6 

Qc6+ 8.Kf5 Qc2+ 9.Kg5 Qd2+ 10.Rf4 Ka7 11.Qa1 Kb6 12.Kf5 =) 2.Kxd5 c1Q (2...Qa5+ 

3.Ke4 Qe1+ 4.Kd5 Qd1+ 5.Ke5 Qe2+ 6.Kd6 c1Q 7.Qd7 Qd3+ 8.Ke7 Qxd7+ 9.Bxd7 = 

{EGTB}) 3.Bc8+! (3.Bd7? Qa5+ 4.Ke6 Qc4+ 5.Ke7 Qab4+ 6.Kd8 Qd6 7.Qg7 Qcc7+ 8.Ke8 

Qb8+  9.Kf7 Qxd7+ -+ {EGTB})  3...Qxc8  4.Qg6+  (4.Qh6+? Kb5  5.Ke4+ Kc4 -+  {EGTB}) 
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4...Kb7 5.Rf7+ Kb8 (5...Ka8 6.Qg2 = {as main line}) 6.Qg3+ (6.Qb6+? Ka8 -+ {EGTB}) 

6...Ka8 7.Qg2!  (7.Qf3? Qac3 -+ {EGTB}) 7...Qaa6 (7...Qb1 8.Kd4+ = {EGTB}, or 7...Qa3 

8.Kd4+ Kb8 9.Qh2+ Ka8 10.Qg2+ = {EGTB}, or 7...Qa4 8.Kd6+ Kb8 9.Qb2+ Ka8 10.Qg2+ = 

{EGTB}) 8.Ke5+! (8.Kd4+? Qac6 9.Qa2+ Q8a6 10.Rf8+ Kb7 11.Qf7+ Qc7 12.Qd5+ Qac6 -+ 

{EGTB}) 8...Kb8 (8…Qac6 9.Qa2+ = {as main line}) 9.Qb2+ Ka8 10.Qg2+ Qac6 (10...Qcc6 

11.Rf8+ Kb7 12.Rf7+ Kb6 13.Qxc6+ Kxc6 14.Rf6+ Kb5 15.Rxa6 = {EGTB}) 11.Qa2+ Q8a6 

12.Rf8+ Kb7 13.Rf7+ (13.Qf7+? Qc7+ -+ {EGTB}) 13...Kc8 14.Rf8+ Kc7 (14...Kd7 15.Qf7 

#) 15.Rf7+ Kb6 16.Qxa6+ (16.Qb3+? Qab5+ -+ {EGTB}, or 16.Qf2+? Qc5+ -+ {EGTB}) 

16...Kxa6 17.Rf6 = (EGTB).  

W________w 
[wdwdRdwd] 
[dwdwdPdw] 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdwdw0w] 
[wdwdw)Pg] 
[dwdw0wdw] 
[wdq0wiwI] 
[dwdwdw$w] 
w--------w 

4th-5th Commendation 
Michal Hlinka &  
Luboš Kekely 

Win                          (6+6) 

4th-5th Commendation - (Michal Hlinka & Luboš Kekely - 

E0306) Solution: 1.f8Q! (1.Rg2+ Kf1 2.f8Q Bf2 3.Rxe3 d1Q 

4.fxg5 Qd6+ 5.Qxd6 Bg1+ 6.Kg3 Qxg2+ 7.Kh4 Qh1+ 8.Rh3 Bf2+ 

9.Kh5 Qxh3+) 1...Ke2 (1...Qc7 2.Rg2+ Kf1 3.Rxe3 d1Q 4.Rg1+ 

Kf2 5.Rxd1 Kxe3 6.Qa3+ Kxf4 7.Rc1 Qb8 8.Rc4+ Ke5 9.Kh3) 

2.Rg2+ (2.Qa3 Bf2 3.Qa6+ Qd3 4.Qxd3+ Kxd3 5.Rd1 e2 6.Rd8+ 

Ke4 7.R8xd2 exd1Q 8.Rxd1 Kxf4 +-) (2.Qd6  Qa4 3.Rd8 Qxf4+ 

4.Qxf4 gxf4 5.Rg2+ Bf2 6.g5 f3 7.g6 fxg2 8.Kxg2 Bh4) 2...Bf2 

3.Rxf2+ Kxf2 4.fxg5+ Ke2 5.Qf4 (5.Kg3 Qc7+ 6.Kg2 d1Q 7.Qf2+ 

Kd3 8.Rxe3+ Kc4) 5...d1Q 6.Rxe3+ Kd2 under the wheels of 

white battery 7.Rf3+ check from battery (7.Ra3+ Ke2 8.Re3+  

waste of time) 7...Ke1+ 8.Kg3 (8.Kh3 Qde2) 8...Qxf3+ 9.Kxf3 

(9.Qxf3  Qd3  10.Kg2  (10.Qxd3 stalemate) 10...Qd2+  11.Kg3 Qd3  

12.Kf4 Qd6+ 13.Kf5 Qf8+ EGTB) 9...Qf2+ 10.Ke4 Qc2+ 11.Kd5 +-. 

  

We thank Peter for this timely award which stays open for three months. Please send comments 

to Franjo Vrabec. 

Four of a Kind 
by Robert Lincoln 

  

There is a special breed of problems which feature the so-called “elimination”.  The idea is that 

in one or more instances, none of the expected mates occur, but something new is introduced.   

     N°1 resorts to a bland key for soundness. 1.Kf5! (2.Qh3, Qxg5, Qh2#) has threats rigorously 

separated following 1…g1Q (only 2.Qh3#), 1…g1S (only 2.Qxg5#), and 1…g4 (only 2.Qh2#),  

The real kicker is 1…Kxh6 which seeks to escape all harm. Unfortunately, this ambles into the 

waiting arms of 2.h8Q#. 

     N°2 divides multiple threats into cyclic pairs.  1.Rg5! (2.Re5, Qc4, Qe3#) is fragmented as 

1…Sg2  2.Re5/Qc4#, 1…Sg6  2.Qc4/Qe3#, and 1…f2  2.Re5/Qe3#. The stopper comes thru 

1…Sf5 which avoids the leading henchmen but succumbs to 2.Rg4#.       

W________w 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdwdwdP] 
[wdwdwdw)] 
[dwdwdw0k] 
[wdwdKdwd] 
[dwdwdw!w] 
[wdwdwdpd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
w--------w 

W________w 
[wdwdwdRd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
[wdKdwdwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
[wdwdkdwh] 
[dw!wdpdw] 
[wdwGwdwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
w--------w 

W________w 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dBdwdwdw] 
[wdwdwdrd] 
[dwdwdNdw] 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdw!Pdw] 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdwdKdk] 
w--------w 

W________w 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdwdw!w] 
[wdwdwdNd] 
[dwdwHwdk] 
[wdwdKdw)] 
[dwdwgwdw] 
w--------w 

N°1 Robert Lincoln 
Original 

#2                            (4+3) 

N°2 Robert Lincoln 
Original 

#2                            (4+3) 

N°3 Robert Lincoln 
Original 

#2                            (5+2) 

N°4 Robert Lincoln 
Original 

#2                            (5+2) 


